This special issue of Algorithmica contains expanded journal articles of selected papers from the eighth Latin American Theoretical INformatics conference (LATIN), which was held in the charming city of Buzios, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in April 2008.
LATIN was launched in 1992 to foster the interaction between the Latin-American community and computer scientists around the world. The conference is now held every other year, and LATIN'08 was the eighth of a series, after São Paulo, Brazil (2006) . In the past two decades, LATIN has established itself as a theoretical computer science conference of the highest standards, and this special issue reflects this fact.
LATIN'08 had more than 120 participants among students and researchers from academia and industry. Its conference proceedings were published, as with all past LATINs, by Springer-Verlag in the Lecture Notes in Computer Science series. There were sixty six papers presented in LATIN'08, and Volume 4957 of the LNCS series is devoted to them.
This special issue includes the following expanded papers:
• These selected papers are amongst the best presented in LATIN'08, and provide a wide view of the different subfields of TCS in the scope of LATIN. Each of the above papers is an extended and thoroughly revised version of the conference paper, which went through a careful refereeing process. We are grateful to the authors for their valuable contributions, as well as the anonymous reviewers for their effort and dedication.
We look forward to the many successfull LATIN conferences that are yet to come.
